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 Investigations is the math program adopted for Mtn. Brook Schools that we used as the foundation of our 
instruction.  Here is a list of the Units we will cover:

 Unit 1: Addition, Subtraction, and the Number System 1

 Unit 2: Geometry and Fractions

 Unit 3: Addition, Subtraction, and the Number System 2

 Unit 4: Modeling with Data

 Unit 5: Addition, Subtraction, and the Number System 3

 Unit 6: Linear Measurement Unit 7: Foundations of Multiplication 

 Unit 8: Addition, Subtraction, and the Number System 4 

 www.pearsonrealize.com is new this year online resource for students, parents, and me this year! Check it out!  
I am in the midst of catching up to learn its full potential for us all!  Let me know if you discover anything worth 
sharing!!

 We will learn how to Tell Time (hour, half-hour, five minute intervals) and how to recognize and count coins 
(penny, nickel, dime, quarter, and some exposure to fifty cent piece up to one dollar) throughout the entire 
year.  We have split the progression in appropriate and effective segments for each of our four nine weeks.  
We hold them accountable on our report card only when they have had enough instruction and time to apply 
their learning.

http://www.pearsonrealize.com/


Mathematics Update Since You and I Learned “Math”…
 Terms with which to become familiar…I will briefly hit the high points in an explanation for each:

 Number Talks-We begin each Mathematics Time with short, up to fifteen minute number talk which provides our 
children the time, experience, and opportunity to reason mentally with numbers…adding and subtracting.  What 
happens during these talks never ceases to amaze me!  One of the exciting features of these practice sessions is that 
everyone’s thoughts are respected, but they learn from others’ more effective strategies.  Now…

 Strategies for Addition and Subtraction-Strategies are simply how one solves equations or story problems.  The 
children have strategies that they learned previously that may or may not be the most efficient strategy.  As their 
brains develop, they will be introduced to a wider variety of strategies from which they can find their most efficient 
and effective strategy for particular computations.

 Place Value (true developmentally appropriate understanding) - The understanding that the numeral 16 not only 
means the total quantity of 16 objects/somethings, but the digit 1 is in the “tens place” and represents one group of 
ten.  The digit 6 is in the “ones place” and represents six individual objects/somethings.  See next important point for 
all parents and teachers need to understand about our now second graders…

 Please note:  According to Jean Piaget, a Swiss psychologist, known for his extensive study of child development, 
teaches us that on average until children are 8 years old, are not capable of abstract thought…their brains are not yet 
developed (grown enough) to understand fully things like time, money, place value.  We adults can teach them the 
tricks, but until their brain is ready (developed/grown enough)to grasp all of the foundational concepts necessary, 
they only understand at a surface level.  In my experience, this theory is fact!  Of course children can gain the brain 
capacity for abstract thought earlier and some take a bit longer.  Please keep in mind, this brain development is not a 
reflection of IQ.  It is simply how our children are growing and developing at different rates.  We have assessed the 
children and I will test a few more to see where we all are in our understanding.  I will share where your child is during 
our upcoming conference where your child is in his/her development of this concept.  It is crucial that this foundation 
be laid before we can expect them to master any addition and subtraction work with two- three-digit numbers.  My 
time as an interventionist with children in grades 1-6 confirmed these beliefs.  Poorly developed, surface level 
understanding of place value causes an infinite number of issues for students in Mathematics in the higher grades.

 The Standard Algorithms for adding and subtracting larger than one digit numbers-Basically, it is the way we learned 
to add, subtract, multiply, and divide two-, three-, etc., digit numbers…add the ones, carry if needed, add the tens, 
carry if needed, blah, blah.  Math experts have discovered since even my twenty seven year old was in school, that 
algorithms are most appropriate and efficient in the older elementary students who has fully formed a strong 
foundation of a deep conceptual understanding of place value.  Through teaching this way, I now know what on earth I 
was doing all those years!!!  :>)



Making Meaning is our program which teaches comprehension strategies and 
vocabulary and strategies for inferring meaning to unknown words.  There are many 
opportunities for verbal interaction with not only me, but with fellow students.  It 
is amazing to witness the thinking that takes place each day!

 We occasionally use our Harcourt Story Town readers for lessons and as 
assessments of how we are able to apply and use the comprehension strategies.

 We all have a Book Box that hold picture and chapter books carefully selected by 
me according to the level at which they are reading. These books are at the 
children’s Independent Reading Level (Your child is easily able to read the words 
accurately.).  Please see the next slides about our “Reading Briefcases” and reading 
with your child for the most important role you play and routine we follow.

 These books in your child’s Book Box also offer your child the opportunity during 
independent silent reading time during IDR (Independent Daily Reading) to express 
his/her understanding and practice using his/her comprehension strategies in a 
written form, which calls on higher level thinking than accomplishing these tasks 
verbally.

 We will also soon begin to meet in small groups to address whatever reading needs 
we have whether it is fluency, comprehension, or challenge ourselves to fine tune 
our abilities to express ourselves in writing more fully.



Tips to Make the Most of Our Reading Briefcases:

 The books your child is bringing home inside his/her briefcases were 
taken from his/her Book Box by your child. It is his/her 
responsibility to bring a book home each night!! 

 Each time he/she is ready for a new one, your child is free to 
choose a new book the next morning during IDR, (Individualized 
Daily Reading Time)   “Being ready” is explained further in following 
slides.  Each book is only returned once your child has reached this 
important level…reading it fluently with full understanding!

Your child should return his/her 
“Reading Briefcase” each day!



When Reading with Your Child…

How to handle your child’s mistakes:

 Encourage your child’s ability to self-correct (catch and correct his/her own 
mistakes by making sure he/she is making sense), a crucial skill!!
When your child makes a mistake, bite your tongue!!  

 Allow your child the time and your confidence to finish        

reading to the end of the sentence.  When the words do   

not make sense, hopefully he/she will attempt to correct

the mistake independently. This important skill cannot be developed if

you always correct your child’s mistakes for him/her!

 If your child continues without attempting to correct a     

mistake, now is the time to intervene. Gently say, “You

read________(repeating exactly what was read) and ask, 

“Did that make sense to you?” If your child is having trouble self-correcting 

or monitoring for meaning, your child and I working to develop that skill.  Your 

reinforcement of it at home is vital!



Tried and True Fix-it Up Strategies

Skippy Kangaroo: Skip the word and 
read on to the end of the sentence. Start
at the beginning of the sentence and try it 
now.  It will be easier!

Elmer Elephant: Use a word that 
would make sense.

Chunky Monkey: Look for little words
inside the word. 

Buddy Bob: Ask a friend 
for help.

Lips the Fish: Look at the first letter.  
Think of the first letter sound.

Moo the Cow: Take a guess based on 
what makes sense, looks like that 
word and “moo”ve on

S-t-r-e-t-c-h-y Snake: Stretch the
word out slowly. Put the sounds 
together slowly.

Flippy the Dolphin: Try another vowel sound if the other one does not sound right. 
Try the short vowel sound instead of the long vowel sound.

Eagle Eyes: Look at the picture. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=eagle+clipart&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=812&tbm=isch&tbnid=kYFkP63W1BKNeM:&imgrefurl=http://www.free-clipart-of.com/FreeBaldEagleClipart.html&docid=nJh5Ib-mjkDVXM&w=763&h=1000&ei=_z9MToTEBaLgsQKH4MynCA&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=kangaroo+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=aB2QtaeEezAlHM:&imgrefurl=http://www.primoclipart.com/view-clipart/cartoon-kangaroo-clip-art&docid=bJCmbzjXm3NoWM&w=800&h=600&ei=j0BMTubOBI2utweq-fG5Cg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=elephant+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=QL2VgDdWVIy35M:&imgrefurl=http://www.arthursclipart.org/elephants/elephants/page_1.htm&docid=1kpUItz-jLvTLM&w=664&h=564&ei=E0JMToqkA4a2twfE4tWhCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=monkey+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=LzbOe-4SDxcBSM:&imgrefurl=http://www.primoclipart.com/view-clipart/cute-monkey-clip-art&docid=uy2t9xmG0uLcvM&w=800&h=794&ei=okJMTtHZH46utwe8m4GqCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dog+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=DD6SuMIAV6UKIM:&imgrefurl=http://www.leehansen.com/clipart/Themes/Pets/pages/dog-beagle-clipart.html&docid=jIAukGidzV0G0M&w=250&h=173&ei=6UJMTtntCJKEtgeQ1fmjCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=orange+fish+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=D2zPbfwXyQH0FM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-orange-fish-1.html&docid=yzHGpSjKrrmK5M&w=300&h=225&ei=EUNMToXaNc-DtgfkzKS2Cg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=cow+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=SQUYDmpXG3YhKM:&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-11670.html&docid=qpaYzjuYpRCt0M&w=534&h=597&ei=VUNMTr_RGpGXtweDspmrCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=colorful+snake+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=xbmaaIG_-0gkJM:&imgrefurl=http://www.imageenvision.com/cliparts/snake&docid=s6_KnyUAlu_L3M&w=120&h=150&ei=o0NMTo-vM4eltwe3wNCuCg&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=dolphin+clipart&um=1&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADSA_en&biw=1280&bih=773&tbm=isch&tbnid=4x0MqyANbv2gRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.weddingclipart.com/image/dolphins-clipart.html&docid=cZzele5cvbL95M&w=165&h=111&ei=U0RMTrivBse_tgfCoPCwCg&zoom=1


 This book is meant for your child’s independent reading practice.  Encourage them to read it 
alone 
either silently or “quietly to themselves” several times before attempting to read it out 
loud to you.  Sometimes your child has had a chance to do this silent reading at school while 
other times they have not.

 Even though your child will return the briefcase each day, he/she is encouraged to use the 
same book for as many consecutive nights as is needed for your child to read it fluently.  
He/she simply does not choose a new book each day. Your child is to “practice” reading this 
book until you both agree that him/her can read the book fluently and has been held 
accountable for understanding his/her book.

 Each book will be different and can be approached accordingly.  Certainly if the book has more 
text and is longer, your child should take more time with it.  

 He/she can read a few pages each night.  With these longer books, your child should only 
read a small portion of it aloud for practicing oral reading fluency.  (Example:  Reading 
five pages in one night silently…read one page aloud for fluency practice.) 

 Regardless of the book’s length, this practice should not last no longer than twenty 
minutes unless you and your child want more time!  You can judge what is appropriate for 
each book.

 If your child ever feels that his/her book is too hard instead of “just right”, please let me 
know so we can switch it out as soon as possible.

 The key is for this experience to be filled with joy for you and your child!   Each time if 
this condition is impossible to occur for whatever reason…please skip it!!!!!        

More Important Things to Keep in Mind 
About Reading With Your Child…

*Important Note:
Family time and 
“being a child” 
time always take 
priority above any 
practice!!!!  



Please help your child practice reading aloud throughout the year to achieve fluency!!!  

What is fluency? 
•The ability to read aloud effortlessly and with expression.

What is reading fluently like?   
• Read smoothly
• Read in phrases, instead of word by word
• Use expression
• Uses punctuation
•Fluency is NOT simply reading fast!!!

It provides a bridge between word recognition and
comprehension.
• When we read aloud, we are reading to entertain others.       

• When anyone reads fluently, listening to them read is 
enjoyable! 

Why is achieving fluency important? 

More About Fluency



How can I help my child practice to achieve fluency?

The Latest Research Says…
 Model fluent reading for your child.
 Use books or passages (50-150 words) that are EASY for your child to read.
 Reread these books or passages over and over again.

A minimum of four re-readings is recommended.

Ideas for repeated re-readings at home:

Keep all reading experiences POSITIVE!!  Don’t allow your eagerness for your 
child’s success rush or pressure or frustrate him/her.

Relax and enjoy every small and large steps your child is taking 
during his/her journey into literacy!!!!

 Echo Reading

Adult reads one sentence aloud modeling fluent reading.  Child "echo reads" 

that same sentence after the parent.

 Partner or Paired Reading

Oral reading shared.  Adult and child agree on the amount each one will read 

per "turn for reading."  Then parent and child take turns reading the 

decided amount. 

 Choral Reading

Parent and child read together at the same time the same text, "chorally." 





Don’t forget or miss out….
Spending time listening to your child read every night is a must, but

READ, READ, READ to your child!!!  

Did you know?

Reading to your child from a higher level book (picture or chapter book) 
prepares your child to read the more difficult books in the future!  Your 
child is naturally exposed to a more complicated sentence structure, plot, 

and vocabulary.

I promise, the snuggle up memories you create with your child last a life 
time with you and your child.  Tee, our son, still fondly recalls laughing so 

hard at Bill Pete books that he fell out of bed 
while I was crying (tears of joy)!!!

An entire book could be written on reasons why you should read to your 
children regardless of age or level.  In fact, Jim Trelease has done just

that.  I highly recommend your reading his best seller The New Read Aloud 
Handbook.  It is a fabulous guide!  

Another fabulous resource is Reading Magic by Mem Fox. 



• Spelling Words, which feature 15 spelling words containing the spelling pattern 
learned that week & 5 Sight Words, are read, practiced, and sorted with a focus 
on the pattern(s) in the spotlight.  

• The relationship between learning to read and to spell words is closely related and 
interdependent.  Our practice takes advantage of this bond between the two and 
make the important connections that exist.  These methods are both high 
engaging and effective!

• Spelling words will NOT be sent home for practice. Our goal is for the children 
avoid learning to spell words by memorizing them only.  Experience has proven 
that this learning is not deeply rooted or long lasting.

• Spelling Tests are every Friday 2-3 dictation sentences.
• The spelling pattern will be on the monthly calendar.



Words Their Way is an individualized developmental spelling & phonics program. Students are 
given words to study in order to discover the common attributes.  In this manner students are 
actively constructing their own knowledge of spelling patterns.  Students learn features by 
completing activities such as word sorting, word hunts, games and drawing and labeling.

The Developmental Levels of Spelling in Which Most of Second Graders Fall and the Skills 
Covered in the Work in Each are:

 Syllables and Affixes
• Compound Words
• Inflected Endings 
• Open and Closed Syllables
• Accented Syllables
• Unaccented Syllables
• Consonants
• Prefixes and Suffixes and their 

meanings
• Homophones and Homographs

 Within Word Pattern
• Comparing Long and Short Vowels
• R-Influenced Vowels
• Dipthongs and Other Ambiguous 

Vowels
• Complex Consonant Clusters
• Homophones

Every child is met right where they 
are… challenged from a comfy spot!





Units of Study include:
 Small Moments: Writing with Focus, Detail and Dialogue (Personal Narratives)

 Non-Fiction Chapter Books (Informational)

 Opinion

 Poetry

 The children plan whatever form of writing in which they are engaged.  We work through 
the writing process until the piece is ready to publish.  During our conference, I will share 
samples of your child’s work and tell you more about the process.

Grammar 
 Schoolwide Grammar 

 Grammar & text features are taught through a picture book.

 Grammar is highlighted, reviewed, and retaught through the writing process 
any time they are composing.



Handwriting
We will be using the Zaner-Bloser handwriting curriculum. This is 

most likely the program that you are the most familiar with. We 
will spend the first ½ of the year reviewing correct letter and 

number formation. 

We will begin cursive 2nd semester!



Social Studies
• maps, globes, landforms, communities  

• Economy, Goods, Services

• Cultures
• Government, Voting & 

• Citizenship

Science
(Physical, Life, Earth & Space 

sciences)

STEMscopes

(Science Technology 

Engineering Math)

• Properties and States of 
matter

• Diversity of Living Things 
(Plants & Animals)

• Changes in Landforms 

(Effects of Wind & Water)

Our Units of Study:



We are Developing a Growth Mindset!



• Interim Reports: will be issued Nov. 15, Feb. 7, and April 18 this year. These will 
begin 2nd 9 weeks and will be either emailed or a hard copy will be sent home.

• Report Cards: a hard copy will be sent

Oct. 18, Jan. 8, Mar. 14 and May 24.

• Fall Parent Conferences are scheduled for Oct. 18-20. I will send the schedule 
home at the beginning of October. 

• Spring conferences are optional, but I highly recommend them since we have the 
chance to look at your child’s amazing growth over the entire year!!!! 

Report Cards are Common Core Standards based
• You will see either +, - or N/A. 

+ = skill has been mastered      - =progressing towards mastery





The End!!


